Roger “King Trapper” Carriére (1929-2010)
By Anne Carriere Acco and Lawrence Barkwell

Roger Carriere of Cranberry Portage was an amamidiyidual, he was a nature

conservationist, champion canoeist and won the Kimgpper contest in Le Pas,
Manitoba 16 times. Roger Carriére was born in 1928,son of Louis Leonile Carriere
and his third wife Agnes Morin. His parents werermnea on February 1, 1913 at St.
Joseph R.C. Mission at Cumberland House. His paltegrandparents were Theodore
Carriére born 1835/38 at St. Vital and Angeliqueribo born 1850 at Grand Rapids.
Roger was predeceased by his wife Olive Whiteheah fOpaskwayak and their son
Leonard Carriere who wroté\hite Eagle Speaks a book of poetry published by
Pemmican Publications in 2000. He is survived lsirtichildren, Bev, Gail, Marlene,

Elaine, Roger Jr. and Brenda.

James B. Wilson the director of Education for thma€kwayak
Educational Authority wrote a moving and fittingptrte to Roge’

He is a cultural icon of the North and a man wheedi the
history of Canada's fur trade. True to the idedbst thelped
found our country, Roger Carriére brought togetherbest of
the aboriginal world and mainstream Canada. Hellevédfe in

pursuit of excellence, a life that was never easy whose #
achievements were second to none.
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Roger Carriere was my hero.

He died last week.

that must be followed by future generations of Cianas. The 3
legendary status he held in our northern communitenveys the s
importance of fitness, strength of spirit and kneadge in our culture and our
environment. Most importantly it demonstrates théiucal importance of a strong
work ethic and maintaining high expectations.

Sesame Sreet showcased Roger's talents years ago. Some of gguemember him
as the Elder, teaching a group of youngsters homake bannock over a fire and
other bush skills. He taught us all that we cowdpete with the best in the world,
that hard work pays off and that our culture isdoaen a pursuit of excellence in
everything we do. He is everything that | respew admire about my culture and
Canada.

Roger was born in Cumberland House, Sask., in 19d29%worked for the Canadian
National Railway for 43 years and was a fur trapgdehis life. He was well-known
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throughout Western Canada as King Trapper of thehNemd holds the record for
most titles in prestigious king trapper events —mpetitions that showcase the skills
that were at one time so important for survivaCianada's North. Being able to light
a fire in any conditions, run for miles in snowst@ad efficiently set a trap are not
commonly practiced skills today. But they were lasis of the fur trade and integral
to the development of the Canada we know today.

Roger exemplified the fierce self-reliance of Caaladur trappers and voyageurs.
Years ago, at the height of his reign as King Teapuf the North, Roger's canoe-
paddling partner did not show up for the start lté tanoe race at Opaskwayak
Indian Days, the pinnacle event in this summerifastWhen the other two-man
teams raced away, Roger jumped in his canoe ankl t¢dio after his fellow
competitors alone. At the end of the daylong mamattace, he placed second.

As part of Canada's centennial year events in 186@er paddled in the Centennial
Canoe Race for Team Manitoba. Following the wateayl of Canada's famous
voyageurs, they raced more than 4,800 kilometerssacCanada from Rocky
Mountain House, Alta., to Montreal. Roger paddledhe fourth seat — the power
seat — for the duration. Roger used his trappkills &nd knowledge of the land to
help propel the Manitoba team far ahead of thersthe

For example, after arduous paddling for severalamystages, Roger's teammates
complained of blisters on their hands. Roger taugbim to warm a young poplar
sapling over a fire. He then had them grasp and ti@ hot branch until it cooled —
no more blisters.

His skills helped them safely cross massive Lakaniieg far ahead of the others,
part of why at the end of the race, Team Manitoba twy days.

The Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant of 1967:

Ten teams representing eight provinces and twditdaes took part in this race which
left Rocky Mountain House in Alberta on 24 May 19&7d arrived at the Expo site in
Montreal on 4 September, a race of over 4,800 lekens. The Manitoba team led by
power paddlers Roger Carriere and Joe Michelleonbt won this 104 day race but won
by a margin measured in days.

In Manitoba, as in other provinces with an actianae-racing scene, paddlers were
chosen by the team captain based on points awddedmpeting on the largely white
two-man canoe racing circuit.19 Those Métis andstFMations paddlers who did
participate (notably Roger Carrieére of Cranberrytége, an almost legendary figure in
Northern Manitoba and Saskatchewan who regularly Vi@pper” competitions as well
as canoe races, and his paddling partner Joe NBghebk part as representatives of their
provinces, and not as representatives of ethnaalracultural, or reserve communities.



The Canadian Pacific Railway granted paid leavél&is Roger Carriere, who was a
CPR sub-foreman, and declared their pride in hisesaas a paddlér.

According to Pierre Berton, the Voyageur Canoe Bagevas listed in the Guinness
Book of World Records as the longest ever canoe (@erton 1997, 56).

King Trapper:

Roger was legendary in his prowess at the Trappessival events; needless to say he
was nicknamed “King Trapper.” He won this title imcredible 16 times; from the first
festival in 1955 for 11 straight years to 1965nth® 1967, 1970, 1973, 1974, and finally
1975. At his funeral, the old trappers made goadle m his honour.

1967: The Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageant
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The “Big Six” pulling hard, Gib McEachern (Flin Fi Wayne Soltys (Flin Flon), John Norman (Denare
Beach), Roger Carriere (Cranberry Portage), Joédllie (Sturgeon Landing) and Norm Crerar (Flin
Flon). Note that Carriére and Michele are in thev@oseats of the canoe.

2 Dean Misao, “The Centennial Voyageur Canoe Pageantistorical Re-enactmentJournal of
Canadian Studies, Volume 40, Number 3, Fall 2006, pp. 43-67.
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